


Tinson Pen to Annotto Bay to Buff Bay to Ken Jones Aerodrome. At 
a briefing for the flight given by the instmctor, the student pilot was 
given details of the flight, the route and facilities provided along the 
route. The flight plan was prepared by the student pilot and was checked 
by the instmctor before the flight departed. 

At approximately 0703 hours, local time, May 30, the aircraft departed 
from Tinson Pen with the student pilot aboard to Annotto Bay and Ken 
Jones. The heading from Tinson Pen to Annotto Bay was 014 degrees 
made up as follows:-

Track 
Drift 
Magnetic Variation 
Total heading 

007 degrees 
3 degrees 
4 degrees 

014 degrees 

This is the heading O 14 degrees recorded in the flight plan and was 
expected to be the heading of the aircraft after it was airborne. 

1.2 The following is at a verbatim statement made by the student pilot after 
the flight. 

"I took off from Tinson Pen via runway 32 at 0703 local time and 
reported airborne to Manley Tower. I was instructed to report at their 
northern boundary. I copied their request and replaced the radio. I 
turned right and headed across Kingston toward the hills. I lined up 
with what I thought was Stony Hill and headed towards it." "I saw 
Oaklands (Constant Spring Road) on my right, so I thought I was 
on the right track. I started looking out for the blue buildings of 
the Stony Hill H.E.A.R.T. Academy. I had estimated Stony Hill at 
0709 local time, so when I did see it at 0707 hours, I was not too 
worried. At this time, I had leveled off at 2,500 feet." The aircraft 
was now flying between 2 hills which eventually enclosed the area. 
The student pilot tried to tum out of the area but was unable to 
complete the tum; full power was applied but the student pilot realized 
that the aircraft could stall. At a cleared area appeared on the port 
side of the aircraft and shortly after the 



starboard wing struck at a pine tree estimated 50 feet above the 
ground. The top of the trees were severed from the tnmk. The aircraft 
began an uncontrolled descent destroying a number of young trees, 
the student pilot switched off the master switch and magnetos. On 
reaching the growid, the aircraft turned towards the north with fuselage 
pointing down the side of the mowitain. 

2 FACTUAL INFORMATION 

2.1 HISTORY OF THE FLIGHT 

The aircraft was on at a training flight from Tinson Pen to Ken Jones 
Aerodrome under the command of at a student pilot, a young lady, 
who had recently completed at a similar training flight to Sangster 
Airport, Montego Bay and return. 

The night before the departure of the aircraft, the flight plan, a copy 
annexed hereto, was prepared by the student pilot, and examined by her 
instructor. 

On May 30, the aircraft departed at 0703 hours for Ken Jones and after 
being airborne for a short period the aircraft turned to an "easterly 
heading" and shortly after was passing Oakland on the right. Shortly 
after an aircraft was seen and heard passing about one mile north of 
Gordon Town heading towards the East. The position of the aircraft as 
it passed Oakland and Gordon Town suggest that the heading of the 
aircraft was 090 degrees more or less. 

After leaving Gordon Town the aircraft entered at a narrow and steep 
valley from which the aircraft could not climb out or make at a 180 
degree tum. 
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information contained in the flight plan. In a distance of 9 miles 
along the track to Annotto Bay the aircraft was 6 to 7 miles off track. 
The main heading of the aircraft to the crash site was 62 
degrees; at a difference of 48 degrees. The weather was not a factor 
in the aircraft's position and there was no evidence that the compass 
were out of order. 

No explanation was given in respect to the distance the aircraft was 
off track. 
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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 

CESSNA 172, 6Y-JGT 

May 30, 1996 

MOUNT LEBANON, ST ANDREW 

STATEMENT OF STUDENT PILOT 

26/6/96 

 On the 30th May, 1996 after having cleared for take off with 

Manley Tower, I went on the runway at Tinson Pen. I took off from Tinson 

Pen and was told by Manley Tower to clear the boundary of the airfield. I 

copied the rest and hung up the microphone. 

After the aircraft was airborne I started to make turn and I turned 

towards the hillside, lined up with the hillside and moved towards the hill, 

at approximately 0707 hours, after taking off at 0703 hours I identified 

"Oaklands" at the corner of Mannings Hill road - Mary Browns comer. 

I continued on my path, "Oaklands being in the vicinity of r..onstant 

Spring area. Later on I made a turn to a field to which I thought it was in a 

passage way and I realised later that it was a closed area and tried to tum 

off, but was unable to do do. The next step was to try and climb but realised 

that the angle which I need to climb would stall the aircrft, so I relowered 

the nose some, and again was unable to do so for any length of time. What I 

was seeing was the mountains getting very close and the only solution was , 

at that time, to land the plane. 
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There was a relative clear area free of trees which seemed available to 
try and land. I started my plan, switched off mags and master switches and 
on my way down one wing, (starboard wing) hit a tree. Next thing I le.now I 

was in among the young trees with my seat belt fastened. 

I heard I don't remember if I called out first but some ' 
communication was established between some one on the ground and 
myself. We kept calling each other until we met. 

Three employees of the farm came together and I walked with them 
to the "common area" where the workers of the �ssemble. · 

The manager was called by radio and I was carried to the University 
Hostipal. 
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